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Special Exhibition: 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENGADIN SKIMARATHON.  
The success story of the largest cross-country skiing event in Switzerland  
 
In 2018, the Engadin Skimarathon takes place for the 50th time. To mark this very special anniversary, 
numerous activities look back over the history of this tradition-steeped race from Maloja to S-chanf. In 
addition, the entire Marathon week in March is accompanied by a varied programme. A special exhibition 
at the Museum Alpin in Pontresina from December 2017 to October 2018 pays tribute to the jubilee, 
while a photo exhibition in the renowned St. Moritz Design Gallery, housed in the Serletta indoor car 
park, also illustrates the 50-year old history of this cross-country skiing event. Films, exhibits, eyewitness 
accounts and numerous pictures evoke memories stretching right back to the very first race. Museum 
visitors can watch the ski marathon on a huge screen, almost as if they were experiencing it live.  
 
The idea of staging a major public cross-country race in the Engadin was repeatedly discussed during 
the second half of the 1960s. Although cross-country skiing was relatively new, it quickly became clear 
that it had an exciting future ahead of it as a public sport. However, at that time, nobody could have 
foreseen that the Engadin Skimarathon would one day become the largest cross-country skiing event in 
Switzerland and even the second largest in the world.  
 
The path from the initial idea to the first race being held proved to be a long, upward climb, for all kinds 
of obstacles had to be overcome along the way. But finally, 945 men and women registered to take part 
in the very first Engadin Skimarathon in March 1969 ‒ an extremely respectable and unexpectedly high 
number to start off with. After the success of the first race, it soon became evident that the event was set 
to become a tradition, and that the organisers could expect a steady increase in the number of 
competitors. But back then, even the greatest optimist could not have imagined that one day over 13,000 
cross-country skiers would be lining up at the start in Maloja. 
 
In the meantime, the “Engadiner” has developed into a tradition-steeped sporting event, and the 
organisers are thrilled to be able to stage the 50th race in 2018. The Marathon week kicks off with the 
Women’s Race on the first Sunday in March, followed by the Youth Sprint on Wednesday afternoon. 
Another permanent fixture on the programme is the Engadin Night Race on Thursday evening – a fun 
and sociable activity, held in the light of the moon and candles, where the main emphasis is on 
enjoyment and spending time together.  
 
Action and excitement are guaranteed at the Night Sprint on Friday evening, where both world-class 
athletes and local up-and-coming talents compete for a place on the winners’ podium. The highlight of 
the week is Marathon Sunday, when the Engadin Skimarathon is held over 42 kilometres and the Half-
Marathon over 21 kilometres. The event is brought to a close with the traditional Marathon festivities in 
the finish area, where participants, spectators and volunteers come together one last time.  
 
The main focus of the jubilee winter is on the festivities celebrating half a century of the Engadin Ski 
Marathon. “The 50th anniversary gives us an opportunity to look back in awe at the tremendous 
achievement by everyone involved,” says CEO Menduri Kasper. “It has been 50 years of hard work, 50 
years of total commitment on the part of volunteers and organisers, but also 50 years during which the 
sport of cross-country skiing has seen an enormous development.” 
 
The current special exhibition, as well as the other permanent exhibitions and rooms, can be 
visited from 18 December 2017 to 14 April 2018 and from 11 June to 20 October 2018, Monday to 
Saturday, 3.30–6.00pm. The Museum Alpin Pontresina looks forward to your visit!  
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